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Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Anglo-Saxon/Medieval Literature                                                                                                             Unit #: 1 

Course or Grade Level: AP English Literature and 

Composition 

Length of Time: Six Weeks 

Date Created: October 1, 2012 BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing September 

Essential 

Questions 

 What is the progression of English literature and the language? 

 How is history related to the literature? 

 How does literature explain the culture and morals of the people? 

Content  Rhetoric-Analyzing diction, tone, and syntax in reading and writing. 

 Beowulf-Epic literature, alliteration, caesura, Anglo-Saxon culture 

 The Canterbury Tales-Prologue, Nun’s Priest’s Tale, The Pardoner’s Tale 

 Sir Gawain and the Green Knight-Medieval romance 

 Selected vocabulary from the readings 

 Primary text-The English Tradition(Prentice Hall), Writing About Literature(Pearson) 

 Grendel-novel by John Gardner 

 Informational text-Chapter history 

Skills    Close reading to determine and explain point of view, inference, figurative language, tone, diction, and 

syntax in fiction, poetry and non-fiction selections. 

   Responding to AP essay prompts(timed and take home) 

   Write clear concise expository prose 

   Determine meaning of vocabulary and its changes 

Assessments   Benchmark assessments 

 End of unit test 

 Short quizzes  

 Writing themes about literature 

 Discuss "The Pardoner's Tale" as satire.  Is Chaucer satirizing human nature of the Church? use textual 

evidence to support your thesis. 

 Analyze how point of view in the novel Grendel gives a different perspective of the Beowulf saga.  Explain if 

Grendel is evil or misunderstood.  Be sure to write a clear thesis and adhere to it throughout your writing. 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Visual aids 

 Read difficult subject matter aloud 

 Tutorial access 

 Notebooks 

 Time accommodations 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History of the periods and its influence on the writing 

 Psychology of human nature-Times change people stay the same 

 Background of the authors 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Prentice Hall Literature-The English Tradition(Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, Sir Gawain and the Green 

Knight 

 Writing About Literature 

 Grendel 

 Hamlet-Text and secondary sources 

Common Core State Standards 



Grade: 12 

Standard: Reading Standards for Literature 

Strand: Reading Literature 

              Writing 

                  Speaking and Listening 

                  Language 

Category:  Reading 

Literature 
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#. Standard: 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 
7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one 
play by an American dramatist.) 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 
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Language 

1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 
and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks. 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 



source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy  Health Literacy   

21
st
 Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 

x 
 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills 

 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  The Elizabethan Period                                                                                                             Unit #: 2 

Course or Grade Level: 12AP Length of Time: Six Weeks 

Date Created: December 3, 2012  BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing October-November 

Essential 

Questions 

 What is the Elizabethan influence? 

 How do religion, history and politics play a role in literature? 

Content  Sonnets of ?Wyatt, Shakespeare, Sidney, Spenser 

 Poems of Raleigh and Marlowe 

 King James Bible 

 Francis Bacon 

 Drama-Hamlet 

 Excerpts from The Prince 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


 Novel-Sister Carrie 

 Vocabulary-turning point, foil, tragic hero, sonnet sequence, octet, sestet, quatrain, syntax diction 

Skills    Close reading to determine and explain point of view, inference, figurative language, tone, diction, and 

syntax in fiction, poetry and non-fiction selections. 

   Responding to AP essay prompts(timed and take home) 

   Write clear concise expository prose 

   Determine meaning of vocabulary and its changes 

Assessments  Benchmark assessments 

 End of unit tests 

 Short quizzes 

 Timed writing-Explain Spenser’s poem “One day I wrote her name upon the strand” on a literal level. Explain 

the word “vain” and any ironies you see in the poem. 

 Composition-Explain Sister Carrie’s behavior in terms of pragmatism.(2-3 pages) 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Visual aids 

 Read difficult subject matter aloud 

 Tutorial access 

 Notebooks 

 Time accommodations 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History of the periods and its influence on the writing 

 Psychology of human nature-Times change people stay the same 

 Background of the authors 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Prentice Hall Literature-The English Tradition 

 Writing About Literature 

 Sister Carrie 

 Hamlet-Text and secondary sources 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 12AP 

Strand:  Reading Literature 

               Writing 

                Speaking and Listening 

               Language 

Category:  Reading 

Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

 

#. Standard: : 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 
7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one 
play by an American dramatist.) 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 

the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Global Awareness  Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy  Health Literacy   

21
st
 Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

 Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

 Communication and 

Collaboration 

 Information Literacy 

 Media Literacy  ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  European Literature: Seventeenth Century                                                                                                             Unit #: 3 

Course or Grade Level: 12AP Length of Time: Six Weeks 

Date Created: December 5, 2012 BOE Approval Date: 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


Pacing November-December 

Essential 

Questions 

 How did the writers regard the relationship between reason and emotion? 

 What is metaphysical poetry? 

 How do the Cavalier poets react to courtly love? 

 What is the influence of the Puritans? 

Content   

Skills    Close reading to determine and explain point of view, inference, figurative language, tone, diction, and 

syntax in fiction, poetry and non-fiction selections. 

   Responding to AP essay prompts(timed and take home) 

   Write clear concise expository prose 

   Determine meaning of vocabulary and its changes 

Assessments  Teacher made tests 

 AP sample tests and essays 

 Small group projects-Hamlet 

 Timed writing-Discuss the character Roxie (Puddin’head Wilson) as morally ambiguous. 

 Interpret the metaphysical conceit in terms of Donne’s work. 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Visual aids 

 Read difficult subject matter aloud 

 Tutorial access 

 Notebooks 

 Time accommodations 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History of the periods and its influence on the writing 

 Psychology of human nature-Times change people stay the same 

 Background of the authors 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Prentice Hall Literature-The English Tradition 

 Writing About Literature 

 Novel-Puddin’head Wilson 

 Metaphysical poets 

 Cavalier Poets 

 John Milton-Paradise Lost 

 Film-Kenneth Branaugh’s  Hamlet-from “to be or not to be” 

 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 12AP 

Strand: Reading literature 

              Writing 

              Speaking and Listening 

              Language  

Category:   

Reading Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#. Standard: #. Standard: : 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 
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Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one 
play by an American dramatist.) 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 

whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: Key Ideas 

and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 



8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

21
st
 Century Themes 
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x Information Literacy 

x 
 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills x 

 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Century                                                                                                             Unit #: 4 

Course or Grade Level:  Length of Time: Six Weeks 

Date Created: December7, 2012 BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing January 

Essential 

Questions 

 How does satire play a role in politics and society then and now? 

 Why is the satire of Pope and Swift lasting? 

Content  Pope-Excerpts from The Rape of the Lock 

 Swift-Excerpts from Gulliver’s Travels and A Modest Proposal 

 Novel-The Sun Also Rises 

Skills  Close reading to determine and explain point of view, inference, figurative language, tone, diction, and syntax 

in fiction, poetry and non-fiction selections. 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


   Responding to AP essay prompts(timed and take home) 

   Write clear concise expository prose 

   Determine meaning of vocabulary and its changes 

Assessments  Teacher made tests 

 AP sample tests and essays 

 Benchmark Test 

 Create a Face Book page for a character from The Sun Also Rises 

 View three Saturday Night Live satirical skits and compare with Swift and Pope in an essay of two/three 

pages. Research the background of the period to which the skit refers. 

 Essay-What was the impact of religious beliefs on the period? 

 Timed writing-Explain the last five paragraphs of A Modest Proposal and Swift’s solutions might be applied 

to today’s economic crisis. 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Visual aids 

 Read difficult subject matter aloud 

 Tutorial access 

 Notebooks 

 Time accommodations 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History of the periods and its influence on the writing 

 Psychology of human nature-Times change people stay the same 

 Background of the authors 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Prentice Hall Literature-  

 YouTube excerpts 

 Writing About Literature 

 Library Resources and websites 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 12AP 

Strand: 

Reading Literature 

Writing  

Speaking and Listening 

Language  

Category:  

Reading Literature  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

#. Standard: #. Standard: 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 
7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text 
 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
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Language 

 

 

 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 
and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks. 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 



Usage) as needed. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 

 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: : Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 



reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy x Health Literacy   

21
st
 Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical thinking and problem 

solving x 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

 Information Literacy 

x 
 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills 

 

 

 

 

Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  Romanticism                                                                                                           Unit #: 5 

Course or Grade Level:  Length of Time: Six Weeks 

Date Created: December 8, 2012 BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing February-March 

Essential 

Questions 

 How does romanticism manifest itself in today’s world? 

 Why is the philosophy of romanticism almost religious in its nature? 

Content  Pre-romantic writers-Gray and Blake 

 Romantic Poets-Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron Shelley and Keats 

 The Godwin family- William and Mary 

 Novel-Native Son 

 African-American Writers-Alice Walker, James Baldwin, Zora Neale Hurston 

 

Skills    Close reading to determine and explain point of view, inference, figurative language, tone, diction, and 

syntax in fiction, poetry and non-fiction selections. 

   Responding to AP essay prompts(timed and take home) 

   Write clear concise expository prose 

   Determine meaning of vocabulary and its changes 

Assessments  Teacher made tests 

 Benchmark tests 

 AP sample tests and essays 

 Timed writing-Imagery and “Ode to a Nightingale” 

 Blake paintings-View on the Internet and write a reaction/criticism 

 Native Son-Essay based on Joseph Addison quote on oppression. 

 Short essay comparing Wordsworth’ and Emerson’s philosophies of nature. 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Visual aids 

 Read difficult subject matter aloud 

 Tutorial access 

 Notebooks 

 Time accommodations 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=57&Itemid=120
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=254&Itemid=120


Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History of the periods and its influence on the writing 

 Psychology of human nature-Times change people stay the same 

 Background of the authors 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Prentice Hall Literature-The English Tradition 

 Writing About Literature 

 Supplementary handouts 

 Internet 

 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 12AP 

Strand: 

Reading Literature 

Writing 

Listening and Speaking 

Language   

Category:   

Reading Literature 
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#. Standard: #. 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 
7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text.  
 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
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Language 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 
and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks. 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: : Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 



and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 
10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

 Civic Literacy  Health Literacy   

21
st
 Century Skills 
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x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 
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 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills x 
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Pine Hill Public Schools 

Language Arts Literacy Curriculum 

Unit Title:  The Victorian Period and Early 20
th
 Century                                                                                                        Unit #: 6 

Course or Grade Level: 12AP Length of Time: Six Weeks 

Date Created: December 8, 2012 BOE Approval Date: 

Pacing April-May-June 

Essential 

Questions 

 How is the Victorian Period a reaction to Romanticism? 

 How does the literature relate to social issues of the period? 

 What is existentialism? 

Content  Poetry of Tennyson, Browning, Arnold, Housman. 

 Drama-The Importance of Being Earnest, Pygmalion, Waiting for Godot 

 Writing a research paper 

 Poetry project in conjunction with the Art Department 

 Senior Memory Book 

Skills  Close reading to determine and explain point of view, inference, figurative language, tone, diction, and syntax 

in fiction, poetry and non-fiction selections. 

   Responding to AP essay prompts(timed and take home) 

   Write clear concise expository prose 

   Determine meaning of vocabulary and its changes 

Assessments  Benchmark assessments 

 End of unit test 

 Short quizzes  

 Writing themes about literature 

 AP sample tests and essays 

 Research paper 

 Senior Memory book 

 Oral Interpretation activities from drama and poetry 

 Poetry project 

Interventions / 

differentiated 

instruction 

 Small group work 

 Visual aids 

 Read difficult subject matter aloud 

 Tutorial access 

 Notebooks 

 Time accommodations 

 Small groups 

 Teacher demonstration 

 Credit for participation and effort 

Inter-

disciplinary 

Connections 

 History of the periods and its influence on the writing 

 Psychology of human nature-Times change people stay the same 

 Background of the authors 

Lesson 

resources / 

Activities 

 Prentice Hall Literature-The English Tradition 

 Writing About Literature 

 Waiting for Godot 

 Research paper handbooks 

 Film-Pygmalion 

 

Common Core State Standards 

Grade: 12AP 

Strand:  



Reading Literature 

Writing 

Speaking and Listening 

Language  

Category: 

Reading Literature   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

#. Standard: 1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2. Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build 
on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of 
the text 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare 
as well as other authors.) 
7. Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text.  
 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, 
using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the 
claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and 
create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and 
limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge 
level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between 
claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the argument presented 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified 
whole; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant 
facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information 
and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports 
the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most 
significant for a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 
11–12 on page 54.) 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

 
1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (oneon- 
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 

persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under 
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, wellreasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decisionmaking, 
set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as 
needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a 
topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote 
divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required 
to deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 
assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis, and tone used. 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear 
and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a 
range of formal and informal tasks. 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can change 
over time, and is sometimes contested. 
b. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references (e.g., 
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage, Garner’s Modern American 
Usage) as needed. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., hyperbole, paradox) in context and analyze 
their role in the text. 
b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations 

Career and College Readiness Anchor Standards: : Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as 
well as in words.* 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as 
the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Text Types and Purposes* 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 
8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Range of Writing 



10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

*These broad types of writing include many subgenres. See Appendix A for definitions of key writing types. Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and 
orally. 
3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding 
of presentations. 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. 

Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression 

21
st
 Century Themes 

 Global Awareness x Financial, Economic, 

Business,  and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

x Civic Literacy x Health Literacy   

21
st
 Century Skills 

 Creativity and 

Innovation 

x Critical Thinking and Problem 

Solving 

x Communication and 

Collaboration 

x Information Literacy 

x 
 Media Literacy x ICT Literacy  Life and Career Skills x 
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